
THE ONLY WAY TO TRAVEL
I have particularly vivid memories of being called up and told to meet 
at Staverton airport the following morning. It is the only meeting 
I have been flown to in a 4 seater single engine plane. Of course 
the meeting wasn’t the best bit (although quite how a national 
contractor had failed to tank a basement so close to the sea is 
beyond me – and, incidentally it is the nearest I have ever got to 
bringing a warranty claim). 

The highlight, you’ll appreciate, was actually gazing down on some 
of the most stunning houses in the UK across the south of England 
on a quintessential summer day at a very low altitude (which I 
understood was in case the single engine failed and we had to glide 
to a landing!). 

As an architectural historian by academic training I was mesmerised 
and the flight over Cirencester Park was particularly awesome having 
written my dissertation about it! I am easily pleased!

FROM MARKET STALL TO REGENT STREET
It certainly wasn’t plain sailing, comments like; “We don’t believe 
your client has the money”, still make me smile. The arrogance of it, 
I thought, at the time. Quite how the most successful IPO during the 
recession had passed them by was beyond me. 

SuperGroup was obviously flush with funds following their entry onto 
the London stock exchange in March 2010. They would have been 
hard pushed in 2011 not to have had what they needed available to 
make their grand entrance onto one of the most prestigious streets in 
the world. 

We of course concluded that acquisition successfully and SuperGroup 
opened to much fanfare pre-Christmas 2011. The scepticism amongst 
the professionals was something I found staggering and was certainly 
borne out of the traditional profile that had existed at that end of 
Regent Street for decades. Change happens – it is to be embraced or 
you don’t survive as was seen shortly after that on that very same street. 

I’ve been working with SuperGroup since 2002 when the Company’s 
founder, Julian Dunkerton, appointed me to help him with a personal 
acquisition of a property in Cheltenham. At that time the retail giant 
only had 5 shops. Some 13 years and a few grey hairs later, I have really 
fond memories of this incredible journey, the massive portfolio growth, 
the IPO and the work that entailed, as well as forging friendships that I 
hope will be with me for years to come.

FROM MARKET STALL 
TO REGENT STREET – 
THE HIGHS AND LOWS!



WHAT A NIGHT!
The party and fashion show at Battersea Power Station to celebrate Superdry’s 
10th anniversary party was an awesome occasion - I am looking forward to 
seeing Battersea Power Station as a redeveloped project. But, I am a lawyer at 
heart and I was really rather chuffed when Unibail-Rodamco said 

“I wanted you to know, on a personal note, both Dahae and myself 
really enjoyed working with you. You actually made a number of 
improvements to our English language contract in terms of clarity 
for both parties that we will likely implement in the region. It’s 
rare we’ve worked with a lawyer that has so clearly explained 
their reasons and needs for making changes to a contract.” 

Really outstanding job! Thanks for the final push in the end.”

I hope you understand – but I rarely get that kind of praise anymore in my 
senior position and it does make the job worthwhile!!! However, it is also a 
sad indictment of the European legal system for property development and 
it makes you realise how sophisticated it is in this country.

CLIMBING ONTO THE ROOF AT CLARENCE 
STREET – ALL IN A DAY’S WORK!
There have been low points though, one being a particularly large cartilage 
tear which I sustained climbing on to the roof at Clarence Street on a site 
inspection - you’ll appreciate that I didn’t sue – but I shall probably be 
cursing that building as I head down Le Face in years to come. 

Working every weekend with the team for what seemed like an eternity 
to facilitate what eventually ended up being the IPO got really frustrating 
and boring (and wasn’t good for marriage) but that all said, would I do 
it again? Yes of course I would, and more importantly the team would. 
There is nothing that makes me happier workwise than the thought that 
we can really make use of our experience to become a valued member of 
a client property team and help others to potentially achieve their growth 
ambitions. That does give job satisfaction and makes it (almost) 
all worthwhile!
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